RED   BARTSIA, Bartsia odontites Huds,

360. Red Bartsia, Bartsia odont/tes Huds. (X i); semi-
parasitical erect annual up to about 1 ft. high or more; stems
bluntly 4-angled, hispid with short downwardly directed hairs;

leaves opposite, sessile,
lanceolate, rather re^
motely toothed, hispid
on both surfaces with
short bulbous-based hairs,
3-nervcd from the base;
no stipules; flowers (A,
X 1 i) in one-sided spike-
like racemes with leafy
bracts; calyx 4-lobcd to
the middle, covered out-
side with bulbous-based
hairs, persisting around
the fruit; corolla purplish-
red, 2-lipped, the upper
lip hood-like and glandu-
lar outside as well as
si ightly hairy; stamens
(B, x 2) 4, the anthe^
peeping out from under
the hood, and with diver-
gent loculi; ovary (C X
li) entire, abruptly end-
ing in a slender hairy
style; capsule (D, X H)
E w D opening by 2 valves into
the middle of the loculi (loculicidal); seeds (E, X 4) numerous,
brown, closely ribbed lengthwise (family Scrophulariaceae)*

The beginner may mistake this plant for two other families
than the one it belongs to; with its quadrangular stems, opposite
leaves, and 2-lipped corolla it resembles Labiatae, whilst in its
hairy covering of rough bulbous-based hair's it recalls some
Boraginaceae. The entire ovary with a terminal style distin-
guishes it easily from both these families.
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